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Federal Shariat Court

' Islamabad 16" April, 2019.

PRESS RELEASE

Larger Bench of the Federal Shariat Court headed by the Hon’ble Chief Justice Mr. Justice Sh.
Najam-ul-Hasan heard the Riba Cases. Learned law officers, representing the Provinces of
Punjab, Sindh, KPK and Balochistan, submitted in writing that they do not challenge jurisdiction
of this Court in this matter of Riba/Interest and conceded that the jurisdiction to adjudicate

upon Riba/Interest matters vests with Federal Shariat Court.

On the last date of hearing i.e. 19.03.2019, even learned Attorney General for Pakistan, after
arguments, had made a statement that Federal Government does not challenge jurisdiction of

this Court in this matter.

After arguing the case, M/s Igbal Hashmi, Ghulam Farid Sanotra, Rai Bashir Ahmed,
Muhammad Ibrahim Khan, Syed Sikandar Abbas Gillani, Farid Ahmed Paracha, Advocates and
M/s Atif Waheed and Tariq Abdul Majid, petitioners in person, have also made their respective

statements on similar lines.

Dr. Hafiz Muhammad Tufail, learned Juris-Consult has argued the case and ultimately made
a statement that these Shariat petitions in respect of Riba/Interest come exclusively within the

domain and jurisdiction of this Court.

These Shariat Petitions will come up for further arguments/reply on behalf of the State
Bank of Pakistan. The Court directed the learned counsel for the State Bank of Pakistan to be

present on the next date of hearing.

During hearing, the Hon'ble Chief Justice informed that all pending criminal cases having
been fixed at Principal Seat and even at Bench Registries are expected to be decided before
summer vacations. Every Shariat Petitions are to be decided before Summer Vacation and

thereafter Riba case shall also be proceeded expeditiously.
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